
Middle Tennessee Section of ASHE Charters in August 2005
Larry Ridlen, President

Brad Winkler, 2nd Vice-President

Early 2004, Larry Ridlen, Gresham Smith and Partners, and
Brad Winkler, Parsons Brinckerhoff, began discussing the possibility
of establishing an ASHE section in the Nashville area.  Prior to
returning to Nashville in 2001, Brad was a member of the Georgia
Section during its early years and benefited from the relationships,
development opportunities, and camaraderie within that Section.
Larry has been actively involved in ASCE as the Tennessee Section
Transportation Technical Chair.  The intrigue of ASHE for Larry
spurred from his desire to get everyone in the highway industry,
including the public sector, involved in a collaborative fashion.
ASHE, as proven in other states, offered this opportunity to include
the often missed sectors of the highway industry in a unified and
focused organization.

During the fall of 2004, Larry and Brad began meeting with
local jurisdictions to gauge interest in joining an organization such
as ASHE.  In the meantime, Larry called upon Bill Moore, Gresham
Smith & Partners and recently retired Chief Engineer of the
Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) to solicit
participation from the State.  Concurrent to these activities, a core
group was identified and in January 2005 an organizational meeting
was held that included representation from TDOT, local consultants,
contractors, vendors, and utilities.

The core group began soliciting memberships and set a Charter
meeting date for August 2005.  Leading up to the Charter meeting,

the core group published the first Middle Tennessee ASHE
Newsletter in March and held an informational social, paid for by
Century Club sponsorships.  Adopted from other chapters, the
Century Club was established early in the process in order to raise
much needed capital to fund local organizational operations and
help to maintain low local member costs.  As with other sections,
as the local section’s financial condition normalizes, Century Club
sponsorships will be allocated to social causes, operations, and
scholarships.

The Chartering Meeting was held on August 9, 2005 with just
over 90 people in attendance including several guests.  The Charter
officially listed 77 members and we have had an additional 16 new
members since the meeting for a total of 93 members.  In was great
to have in attendance a mixture of City, State, Consultants, Utilities,
Contractors and ASHE National leadership including ASHE
National President, the National First Vice President, the New
Section Chairman and three Regional National Directors, and the
keynote speaker TDOT Commissioner Gerald Nicely.

As the Middle Tennessee Section moves forward, programs
and activities will be tailored to the specific needs of the region
while remaining coherent to the needs of the organization and
industry collectively.  As with all new organizations, we have just
passed the first of many milestones.  ■


