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It is highly appropriate that the 2006 ASHE National
Conference be held in Williamsburg, Virginia.  Williamsburg was
the thriving capital of Virginia when the dream of American
freedom and independence was taking shape.  From 1699 to 1780,
Williamsburg was the political, cultural, and educational center of
what was then the largest, most populous, and most influential of
the American colonies.  It was here that the fundamental concepts
of our republic — responsible leadership, a sense of public service,
self-government, and individual liberty — were nurtured under
the leadership of patriots such as George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, George Mason, and Peyton Randolph.

Come to Colonial Williamsburg, explore and learn, see the
people, see the places, experience the colonial life, visit the
museums, shop, visit the College of William and Mary,  and enjoy
the many restaurants.  Enjoy historic Yorktown, or visit Virginia
Beach (a 45-minute drive).  Historic Jamestown, which will celebrate
its 400th anniversary in 2007, is nearby.  Other attractions include
Busch Gardens, the Water Park, and golf.

The 2006 Conference Committee has been working for several
years to be certain that this conference will offer the highest quality
technical programs, complemented by exceptional guest tours and
wonderful hotel accommodations.  2006 is a year of celebrations
including the 50th anniversary of our interstate highways, and the
Virginia Department of Transportation is celebrating its 100th
anniversary.

The Technical Program Committee has assembled an
outstanding array of topics and speakers for sessions that will kick
off Friday morning, June 2, 2006.  CEU credits will be awarded for
attendance at these programs.  A special, one-day registration will
enable participants to attend the Friday Technical Programs.

Technical Programs are organized into three tracks.
The first track:  50 Years of Interstate.  This track will focus on

the history of our industry, where we have been, where we are
now and where we can go.  Sessions will include:  Then—History
of the Interstate; Now—Current condition of Transportation
System; Future – New ways to pay for transportation; and Tour
the Colonial Parkway.

The second track:  Hot Technologies.  Technology drives the
future of our Highways and Transportation.  We need to know
what is out there, how it is being used and how we can be apart of
it.  Sessions include: Latest in Intelligent Transportation Systems
(ITS); GIS Advances and the Future; FHWA’s program to move
new technologies.

The third track:  Safety Improvements & Repairs.   Our
Transportation System will always need repairs and as our world
changes, we always need to make things safer.  Sessions include:
Bridge Innovations and Remediation; Designing Safer Roads;
Ground Improvements—Geotechnical Technology.

The Conference will have wonderful technical programs, but
there will be an abundance of special fun-filled tours for members
and their guests each day.  Everyone who has told committee
members that they plan to come to Williamsburg has talked about
the colonial town.  Therefore, one of our guest activities will be the
colonial tour, and a planned candlelight tour of the colonial city.

The highlight of our entertainment program will be a Friday
night dinner and tour of the Jamestown Settlement.  Preparations
are underway for the quadric-centennial celebration of the
establishment of Jamestown in 1607.  New facilities and programs
are underway in preparation for 2007.  History comes alive in re-
creations of a Powhatan Indian Village, a colonial fort, and the
three ships– Susan Constant, Godspeed and Discovery.

The conference hotel, the Williamsburg Marriott, is adjacent
to Busch Gardens.  The hotel is also in close proximity to shopping
and a number of great restaurants.  There is plenty for everyone to
do.  That is why we encourage ASHE members to plan now to
bring the whole family to Williamsburg.

Did you think we forgot golf?  Of course not!  Make your plans
for Thursday, June 1.  We have arranged for 288 golfers to have
the opportunity to play golf at the much-lauded Kingsmill Club.
Companies interested in sponsoring one of the 18 holes, contact
our Golf Committee Chairman, Mike Tugman (757) 222-1500;
Mtugman@hdrinc.com.

Our Ice Breaker Reception is Thursday evening in the beautiful
exhibit hall, where members will enjoy hearty finger foods while
visiting our many sponsors’ exhibit booths.  Companies interested
in securing a prime exhibit location, contact Jerry Dougherty
(410)316-7899 gdougherty@kci.com.

Polish your dancing shoes for the Fabulous Hubcaps who are
performing Saturday night.  This popular band will entertain us at
the Saturday night annual banquet and business meeting.

Make your plans now to join us in Williamsburg.  Region 7
invites you join us for a truly outstanding ASHE National
Conference.  For more information, check our website:
www.ashe2006.org or highwayengineers.org.  ■
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