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What a weekend!  While the ASHE 2005 Conference might be
an increasingly distant memory for attendees, the Conference
Committee members from Pittsburgh are still trying to decompress.
The numbers tell the story:  619 people attended the June 2-5 event.
Seventeen National Past Presidents attended the Past Presidents’
Luncheon.  Twenty-two technical programs were presented with
unprecedented audience attendance.  And the weather cooperated,
with warm, sunny skies that helped to show off our beautiful city.

Some more numbers help to reveal how successful the
Conference really was:  there were 54 exhibitors, so many that we
had to open an additional small exhibit room – with its own open
bar.  We had 7 Grand Sponsors, 10 Diamond sponsors and 4 platinum
sponsors.  Our appreciation of their involvement in the Conference
cannot be overstated.  We are truly grateful to those companies
and agencies that provided this financial support.   Their generous
support enabled us to reach 117% of our anticipated goal for
sponsorships.

Spouses and children, sometimes accompanied by ASHE
members, participated in eight different off-site tours. Whether
they were riding the Incline up the face of Mt. Washington with its
spectacular view of downtown Pittsburgh, admiring the opulence
of Henry Clay Frick’s mansion, or watching gorgeous birds fly
overhead at the National Aviary, the comments were very positive
and enthusiastic.  People on the tour of PNC Park were treated to
an unexpected visit with Dave Littlefield, General Manager of the
Pittsburgh Pirates.

One of the outstanding technical programs occurred Friday
morning when senior executives of the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation, Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, Port
Authority of Allegheny County, Southwest Pennsylvania
Commission and the Allegheny County Aviation Authority joined
together to provide their unique and candid perspectives on their
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segment of the transportation industry. Their participation showed
clearly the high esteem in which ASHE is held in Pennsylvania.

The Past Presidents’ Luncheon on Friday was unusually well
attended.  Seventeen National Past Presidents were recognized
and honored for their contributions to ASHE over the years.
Pennsylvania State Senator J. Barry Stout was presented with the
Robert E. Pearson “Person of the Year” award for his tireless efforts
on behalf of the transportation industry.  The keynote address to
the 267 people in attendance was delivered by Allen D. Biehler,
Secretary of Transportation for the State of Pennsylvania.

 The Friday night social at the Senator John Heinz Western
Pennsylvania Historical Museum was another big hit.  People
enjoyed a live jazz band in the main hall of the former icehouse
and wandered freely among the four floors of exhibits, savoring a
variety of gourmet dishes on each floor.  We did have one complaint
here:  when it was time to leave, one guest wanted more time to
finish visiting the exhibits.  (We invited him to come back another
time to enjoy the museum at his leisure.)

The Saturday golf outing drew 144 golfers to the beautiful
Birdsfood Golf Club where, as the early morning fog began to lift,
they were welcomed by the haunting tunes of a kilted Bagpiper.
Twenty firms donated prizes for the various golf holes and for
various skill challenges.

The Saturday night banquet offered a mix of fellowship,
laughter, nostalgia, good food and drink, and tradition.  Outgoing
National President Rodney Pello and incoming President Ron Purvis
shared their observations on the organization with the nearly 300
guests in attendance.  The newly elected National Board and the
board of the Pittsburgh Section were officially inducted.  During
dinner, guests were treated to a large-screen presentation of
photographs taken during the Conference, many of which now
appear on our conference website, www.ashe2005.org.  The

smooth, sophisticated, sentimental music of The Vogues brought
almost everyone to the dance floor.

The Conference Hospitality Suite earned high praise with its
endless open bar, ample snacks, and a truly outstanding view of
the Pittsburgh skyline reflected in the waters of the Monongahela
River.  The adjacent long balcony enabled people to sit outside to
chat with old and new friends and to enjoy the ever-changing vista
of the thriving, vibrant city before them.

I know we sound like charter members of the Pittsburgh
Chamber of Commerce, but we are so proud of our city and of the
opportunity afforded by ASHE to show it off to old friends and
new.  To those who were unable to attend the 2005 Conference,
we’re sorry you missed it and we hope you’ll try to join us all in
Williamsburg next June.  And to those 619 people who did attend,
a big, very sincere thank you.  ■


